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25 October 1858

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided and Gerrit Wakker served as clerk, a committee was appointed to look into
obtaining a furnace for the sanctuary. Considerable discussion was based on the law of the state
that a congregation must have trustees. For the time being, the consistory will not comply. Van
Raalte was permitted to discontinue Wednesday evening preaching so that he can do more calling.
"In addition, all shared the conviction that the pastor's physical situation requires some rest and
relief."
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp 72-73.
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ARTICLE 7 — It was decided to more vigorously pursue family visiting and to visit all
the members in a short time. These visits will take place with op without the pastor, who
has declared that he is prepared, if he can be relieved of his Wédnesday preaching
assignment, to use those days for family visiting. His multiple responsibilities would
otherwise make it impossible.
The elders will encourage those who have not ye critributed to assist with the pastor's
salary.
ARTICLE 8 — The question was asked whether Rev, van der Wall is to be considered a
member of our consistory, and, therefofii, should be seated. The wish was expressed that
his presence, as well as Rev. van Vledk, was desirable, but that both of them are assigned
multiple responsibilities, and their /ailing does not make them responsible for the local
congregation.
ARTICLE 9 — A discussion ok place concerning the necessary improvements in
warming the church buildipg. A collection was approved, because of a fire at Polkton.
According to the laws ofAur country, trustees are necessary and this assignment has not
been implemented. Although many matters still remain to be decided, such as K.
Schaddelee, Nagelkgrk, Wiersma, a question from Brother Keppel, a report from classis,
etc., it was decidecl(due to the late hour, to meet on Monday, October 25, at 2 o'clock in
the afternoon. /
This meeting/was adjourned by an unanimous vote, and was closed with prayer by
Brother Ploieg, at the request of the president.
A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker
Consistory Meeting of October 25, 1858
Absent: Brothers Ploeg, Keppel, Apeldoorn, and once again, Plugger.
ARTICLE 1 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 2 - Brother Wilterdink, having been asked concerning his
absence at the previous meeting, replied that he did not know that there was a meeting.
ARTICLE 3 — The matter of the warming of the church was again discussed, and it was
decided to bring about an improvement by obtaining a furnace and doing further
carpenter work in the church. The committee appointed consists of Brothers Wakker,
Keppel, and te Roller.
ARTICLE 4 — An extensive discussion was held about trustees, highlighting that this law
infringes upon the rights of the congregation.
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Since this law gives the right to each church member to vote and, at the same time, to be
a member of such a board of trustees, there was further discussion about whether such an
administration is necessary, and it was finally decided, at least for the time being, not to
submit to this decision, especially since the consistory, under the previous law, had
presented themselves to the appropriate court official as trustees. Even though the
current law would make that of no effect, no one is able to prove ownership or authority
over a building, whose history proves that it is the lawful property of an organized and
acknowledged congregation such as ours.
ARTICLE 5 — Labots, Keppel, and Wakker were appointed as a committee in the matter
of Nagelkerk, Wiersma, and K. Schaddelee; in the case of the latter, if at all possible to
lift the censure imposed after the committee has met. The president and Wakker were
appointed to bring this matter to a conclusion.
ARTICLE 6 — Once again, the matter of the necessity of family visiting was discussed. It
was judged to be a beneficial process for the general personal meeting and that, for some
time, the Wednesday evening preaching would be discontinued, so that the pastor can
participate in the family visiting. In addition, all shared the conviction that the pastor's
physical situation requires some rest and relief.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Hekhuis.
A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker

